LAST TERM IN CONGRESS          281

"openings" until in 1901 its limits touched
Kansas on the north and Texas on the south
and its area increased ten times.222

In December General Weaver spoke briefly in
favor of a bill to incorporate a company to build
a canal on what was known as the Nicaragua
route. He believed the bill was "one of the
most important measures that have been be-
fore the American Congress for a decade. It
bears the same relation to the trade of America
that the discovery of the Cape of Good Hope
bore to the commerce of the Old "World. The
discovery of the Cape of G-ood Hope turned the
commerce of Asia away from the cities of the
Mediterranean to the cities of London and
Liverpool. The completion of this great canal
will turn the commerce of the Orient away from
the cities of Liverpool and London to our shores
and to the cities of the United States. It will
give us more than 3000 miles of advantage, and
we can trust American pluck and enterprise to
do the rest .... I venture to hope it may
pass this body unanimously."228

Under date of February 6, 1889, General
Weaver printed some brief remarks upon the
same subject. He again expressed approval of
the general purpose of the measure, although it
did not contain "all the safeguards" that he
deemed desirable in such an important piece of
legislation, fie found "the Pacific railroads